Next Sunday, June 16 – It’s time for the Annual Church Picnic! Join
us at Home of the Brave Park in Symmes Township for our annual potluck
picnic and youth service. Bring a dish to share and your own
environmentally friendly supplies (paper products will be available for
those who forget). Grills are available onsite. The youth will deliver a
service centered on the story "God's Hat," before we eat. The playground
and picnic shelter are both accessible. Parents are advised to bring a towel
and a change of clothes as there is a splash pad on site.
The Flowers this Morning given in celebration of First Church from Tim
and Susan Christy. They will always carry this Beloved Community in their
hearts.
Sunday Morning Volunteer Program (MVP) Team Two is handling
the duties of greeting, ushering, providing coffee service and clean-up
today. Team Two is led by Katie Campbell. She is joined by Jenny Krueger,
Joe Rohling, Jean Rohling, Bruce Bowdon, Mimi Gingold, Becky Algenio,
Allen Fleury and Molly Gillespie.
Sound Technician: Sallie Barringer
Assistive Listening Devices for people needing hearing enhancement are
available at the rear of the sanctuary.
All are invited to write their Joys and Sorrows in the book at the back of
the sanctuary.
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Welcome and Announcements
Fifth Grade Rite of Passage
Prelude

I Believe
Mark Miller and the New Haven Collective
featuring Lydia Munoz

Call to Worship

Viola Abbitt

Chalice Lighting
Music
Reading

Adrian L. H. Graham

Hush
African American Spiritual, Arr. Quincy Jones
Words Matter
Rev. Carol T. Cissel

Music

I Been in de Storm So Long
African American Spiritual,
performed by Jonathan Hampton

Poem

Joy Unspeakable
Barbara A. Johnson

Reflection

Black Joy
Rev. Kimberly Quinn Johnson

Music

Come By Here
African American Spiritual, Arr. Quincy Jones,
featuring Rev. James Cleveland,
Richard Tee and the Wattsline Choir

Joys and Sorrows
Prayer

Pastoral Prayer
Rev. Connie Simon

Prayer Response

There is More Love Somewhere
Bernice Johnson Reagan

Reflection

There is More Love Somewhere
Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout

Offering

Rev. Susan Frederick Gray
and Lena Gardner

Offertory

A Child is Born
Thad Jones

Litany

The Promise that Binds
Viola Abbitt

Ritual

Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel

Music

Order My Steps
Glenn Burleigh

Benediction
Postlude

Glory
Common and John Legend

ESPECIALLY FOR VISITORS
Welcome! We’re happy you’re here today. Stop by the Welcome Counter
as you entered the building for a pre-stamped info card to complete at
home and mail back– or fill out a card if you have time this morning.
We’ll send you our newsletter and information on what’s happening at
First Church.
Thinking about joining First Church? Watch this space for information about upcoming Getting to Know YoUU sessions with Rev.
Connie after she returns in August. If you have questions about membership in First Church, please contact Carol Lloyd, 513 515 6891;
calloyd1102@gmail.com.

TODAY
Today, 11:15 a.m. – First Church HUUManists meet in Room 207.
Ann Bowers will lead a discussion of population growth. Dick Bozian,
513.325.1194, rcbozian@hotmail.com.
Ableism Action for June - A number of people experience hearing
loss, especially as they grow older. Microphones and/or hearing aids are
helpful but volume, especially when there is background noise, may not
be enough. When interacting with a person you suspect has a hearing
loss, maintain eye contact, speak slowly and articulate clearly.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon, June 10, 11:30 a.m. – Meditation in the Sanctuary led by Fran
Turner. Bring a brown bag (or your choice of container) and join the
group afterwards in lunch and conversation.
Sat., June 22, 11 a.m – Seventh St. & Central Ave. - Show support for
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer community by marching in the Cincinnati Pride Parade with UUs from everywhere in
Greater Cincinnati. This is a family-friendly event! In the past, we’ve met
on the Seventh Street overpass over I-75, but specific line-up information will be out soon and we will share it as soon as we get it. Parade

step off is at 11 a.m. but vehicles need to be in line by about 10 a.m. and
people by 10:30. The parade ends at Sawyer Point. For more information on marching with other UUs, contact MJ Pierson
at mjpier0410@aol.com. Parade Route info can be found at the pride
website at: https://www.cincinnatipride.org/
Sun., June 30, 11:30 a.m. in the Ellen Hall Room - First Church
Peace Committee is proud to present Don Sherman, who was in Vietnam with a Buddhist Peace group this spring, in a program based on
the documentary “Regret to Inform.” In this documentary the widow of
an American GI extensively interviews both American and Vietnam
widows twenty years after her husband’s death. Ellen Hall Room. More
details to follow. Let Ann Black (513-563-8467) know if you will be
needing child care.
Fri., June 14 to Sun., June 16 - This year’s family camp out will be at
Stonelick State Park Join church members for an unstructured weekend
of campfires, hikes, swimming, kayaking, biking, etc. Ohio state parks
have a two-night minimum, so the cost is $75 per family which includes
two nights at a drive-up campsite with electric and a bathhouse nearby
and food for a communal cookout Saturday night. See Rebecca or Phillip Schaefer to reserve a spot or ask about borrowing camping or adventure equipment, 513.659.5821 or rdschaefer3@gmail.com
Sun., June 16 at 11 a.m. - Our Annual Church Picnic and Youth Service will be at Home of the Brave Park in Symmes Township this year!
Outlets and grills will be available. Bring a dish to share, games, sports
equipment and a joyful, summertime disposition. Community Builders
will supply lemonade and iced tea, ice, tablecloths, charcoal, and grilling
utensils. Please be kind to the environment and bring your own reusable
tableware, but there will be disposable ware for those who forget. Labelling food helps those with allergies and dietary preferences.
Bev Baker for Community Builders, bev.baker87@gmail.com
July 1 – mark on your calendar now that the church office will be closed
from July 1 – 12.

Litany – “The Promise that Binds” by Viola Abbitt
Leader: Loving inclusion has been an elusive goal within our
congregations.

Congregation: We are a covenantal people, and the promise
of our faith, which was enough to bring us together, should
have been enough to bind us together in love.
Leader: Many hearts have been, and often continue to be,
broken, time and again.

Congregation: We are a covenantal people, and the promise
of our faith, which was enough to bring us together, should
have been enough to bind us together in love.
Leader: The names of many of those of us who helped to make
this denomination great were erased, their existence forgotten.

Congregation: We are a covenantal people, and the promise
of our faith, which was enough to bring us together, should
have been enough to bind us together in love.
Leader: The pulpits and pews which should have been warm and
welcoming, were instead sometimes cold and unforgiving.

Congregation: We are a covenantal people, and the promise
of our faith, which was enough to bring us together, should
have been enough to bind us together in love.
Leader: People who were considered pillars in their communities,
were sometimes considered pariahs within the walls of our
congregations.

Congregation: We are a covenantal people, and the promise
of our faith, which was enough to bring us together, should
have been enough to bind us together in love.
Leader: Many of us straddle two worlds: one of filiation and one
of faith.

Congregation: We are a covenantal people, and the promise
of our faith, which was enough to bring us together, should
be enough to bind us together in love.
Leader: Our beauty is that we are all different, and yet not
different from one another. None of us should be considered
exceptions, nor should we be subjected to baseless assumptions.

Congregation: We are a covenantal people, and the promise
of our faith, which was enough to bring us together, should
be enough to bind us together in love.
Leader: The future of this faith is reliant on and belongs to all
who embrace religious liberalism. Let us never forget that…

Congregation: We are a covenantal people, and the promise
of our faith, which was enough to bring us together, is
enough to bind us together in love.

BLUU is an independent organization, fiscally sponsored by the UUA, led
by an executive director, a community minister, and a volunteer Organizing
Collective, which provides ministry for, and by, Black Unitarian
Universalists, while also working to expand the role and visibility of Black
UUs within our faith.
It is committed to:
•

Expanding the power and capacity of Black UUs within our faith

•

Providing support, information and resources for Black Unitarian
Universalists

•

Justice-Making and liberation through our faith

How does BLUU’s work differ from past anti-racist efforts within our
faith? First and foremost, BLUU is a Black-led movement, drawing and
building upon important work begun in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
BLUU and the Organizing Collective are working with hundreds of selfidentified Black UUs around the country to design and proclaim how they
envision their faith now and in the future.
BLUU harnesses love’s power to combat oppression and foster healing as a
spiritual and political imperative. We know the power of love to be life
changing, inclusive, relational, uncomfortable, unconditional and without
end.

~ Materials retrieved from www.uua.org and www.blacklivesuu.com.

The Promise and the Practice of Our Faith
for Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism
What is the Promise and the Practice?
Imagine what our faith would look like if we upheld and centered the history,
the perspectives, the voices, and the leadership of Black Lives of
Unitarian Universalists...
The Promise and the Practice of Our Faith is a turning moment; a choice
to listen deeply to the stories in our movement that have not been heard,
and taken to heart, by all Unitarian Universalists. It’s a lamenting of what
our Unitarian Universalist tradition and congregations have lost by being
unable – or unwilling – to center people of color (or even, at times, to
merely include them). The Promise and the Practice is a celebration of our
shared commitment to live into a new chapter in the story of our UU faith.
The Promise and the Practice seeks to draw attention to the presence and
patterns of white supremacy in our UU congregations and systems. It asks
UUs to halt those patterns – individual as well as collective – as we build a
new way together. The Promise and the Practice strives to create a souldeep space of feeling and experiencing the power of this moment in our
UU story. These worship materials center the voices and stories of black
UUs, so your entire worship service calls upon the lived experience of
black religious professional as sacred text. This service invites white UUs to
bear witness to that pain as a place of connection, recognizing all that’s
been lost in our tradition.
The Promise and the Practice of Our Faith Campaign is our opportunity to
take the lead as a faith denomination in addressing our history of upholding
white supremacy. Together, we can collectively work to dismantle it and
amend a long-broken promise to the Black Lives within our Association.
~ Adapted from materials written and published by the Unitarian
Universalist Association www.uua.org

Promise and the Practice Contributors
Viola Abbitt is a candidate for the Unitarian Universalist ministry and a
2019 graduate of Meadville Lombard Theological School. She served as
ministerial intern at the Unitarian Universalist Society of Greater
Springfield in Massachusetts, and is a board member at Unirondack, a
Unitarian Universalist camp and conference center in upstate New York.
Rev. Carol Thomas Cissel, (M.S., M.Div.), is the settled minister of the
UU Fellowship of Centre County in State College, PA. She is passionate
about homiletics, crafting exuberant worship, travel, and small batch
bourbon. Carol collects the masterworks of both Native American and
First Nations Peoples, Contemporary Art Glass, and kisses from her
delicious grandson Andrew.
DeReau K. Farrar is director of music at First Unitarian Church of
Portland, Oregon, and a former member of the board and conference
planning committee of the Unitarian Universalist Musicians Network.
Before moving to Portland in 2016, he served UU congregations in Santa
Monica and Los Angeles, California, led an interfaith community gospel
choir, and worked as a freelance music director, vocal contractor,
consultant, and arranger. He worked on HBO’s All the Way (2016) and
Jordan Peele’s Get Out (2017).
Adrian L. H. Graham has been a Unitarian Universalist since 1999 and a
church lay-leader since 2003. He has served as a Trustee and Officer of the
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore and as a member of several
congregational committees, including a Ministerial Internship Committee,
Ministerial Search Committee, and Committee on Ministry. Considering
himself a "Uvangelist," he has been Director of Communications &
Membership at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rockville since
2016.
Rev. Kimberly Quinn Johnson is minister of the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of the South Fork. Among her specialties are antiracism and youth ministry.
Rayla D. Mattson serves as the Director of Religious Education for the
Unitarian Society of Hartford (Connecticut). Outside of congregational life,
she is raising her three beautiful children as a single mom.

Rev. Rebekah Savage (formerly Montgomery) is the full time Associate
Minister at the UU Congregation of Rockville, MD, serves in the US Army
Reserve and is completing a Doctorate in Ministry at Wesley Seminary in
Washington, DC.
Erica Shadowsong is a multidisciplinary artist who discovered storytelling
through her graduate studies in English, folklore, and music. Unitarian
Universalism has been a professional home since 2011, where she enjoys
being able to bring her deep love of all things spiritual, creative, and
inspiration to her work as a religious educator.
Rev. Connie Simon is minister at the First Unitarian Church of
Cincinnati. Former Intern Minister at the Unitarian Society of
Germantown and Contract Chaplain at Einstein Medical Center in
Philadelphia, she graduated from Meadville Lombard Theological School in
2018.

Additional Contributor
Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout holds a bachelor’s degree in voice from
Vanderbilt University, a master’s and a doctoral degree in conducting from
the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. An internationally-known
conductor and vocalist, he has served the First Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Ann Arbor as Director of Worship and Music since
August 2007.

What is Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism?
Formed in the summer of 2015, Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism (BLUU) grew
out of the broader Movement for Black Lives. In many ways, the origins of BLUU
dates back to the 1970s when many Black UUs left our faith in the wake of unfilled
promises made by the Association during what became known at the time as the “black
empowerment controversy.”

